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MULTIPLY WEEK 5
Multiplying Worship: John 9:1-41

Happy Thanksgiving week, Summit family! 
Because we know that many groups will be traveling and celebrating the holiday this week, 
our small group guide will take on a different flavor. Next week we will look at stewarding 

the gospel from Colossians 1.

John 9:1-41
As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples asked 
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that 
the works of God might be displayed in him. We must work the works of 
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 
As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” Having said 
these things, he spit on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then 
he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud and said to him, “God, wash 
in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and 
came back seeing.
  The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were 
saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is 
he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 
So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, 
“The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, 
‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 
They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
  They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 
Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his 
eyes. So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. 
And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 
Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not 
keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do 
such signs?” And there was a division among them. So they said again 
to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your 
eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”
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  The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his 
sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 
and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then 
does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son 
and that he was born blind. But how he now sees we do not know, nor 
do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak 
for himself.” (His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, 
for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to 
be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) Therefore his parents 
said, “He is of age; ask him.”
  So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and 
said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” He an-
swered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that 
though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? 
How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, 
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also 
want to become his disciples?” And they reviled him, saying, “You are his 
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to 
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The 
man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where 
he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not 
listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, 
God listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that 
anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from 
God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born in utter 
sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out.
  Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he 
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, 
sir, that I may believe in him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and 
it is he who is speaking to you.” He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he wor-
shiped him. Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those 
who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” Some of 
the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also 
blind?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; 
but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.
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 Introduction

This week’s guide is designed for you to use either alone as part of your 
private devotion time, with your family, or with your small group if you are 
meeting this week.
  So far we have seen God multiply his blessing that was first prom-
ised to Abraham and extend it to every nation and language. We’ve also 
talked about stewarding our vocations, finances, and relationships. But 
what about the circumstances in our lives that we aren’t as happy about? 
God has something to say about stewarding even the things that we nev-
er asked for or wanted. Have you ever gone through a difficult time and 
thought it was a punishment to endure rather than a circumstance that 
God gave you to leverage?
  As we study John 9, we will see that bad circumstances can be oppor-
tunities for us to worship God and invite others to worship as well.

Multiplication Principle
There are many reasons for the pain and suffering in the world. Some-
times trials are a consequence of our personal sin. Sometimes the 
difficulties we face are the result of being sinned against. But what 
about those times when it’s unexplainable, like when a natural di-
saster strikes, your job is downsized, or a miscarriage occurs? Jesus 
gives an important answer in this man’s case: Neither this man’s sin 
nor his parents contributed to his blindness. We learn in John 9 that 
although we don’t always know why suffering happens, it is an oppor-
tunity for God’s work to be displayed.

Study Questions
1. Why did the disciples assume that the man’s blindness was the result of 
some sin on his parents’ part? What did Jesus say caused his blindness?

2. Why do you think the Pharisees responded to this miracle with anger 
and resentment instead of joy and worship?
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3. How did the man respond to learning it was Jesus who healed him?

Reflection Questions
1. We have a tendency to assume that “bad things happen to bad people.” 
How is using the lens of circumstances instead of the gospel harmful in 
how we worship God?

2. Do you ever respond in anger or resentment to others’ blessings? What 
does this say about your ability to worship God in any circumstance?

3. Where have you seen Jesus heal brokenness in your heart? Did you 
respond in worship?

Prayer Guide
Pray Colossians 3:14-17.

Pray Deep:
• Ask God to let the “peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed 
  you were called in one body,” which leads to thankfulness 
  (Colossians 3:15).

• Ask God to “let the word of Christ dwell in you richly” (Colossians 3:16).

Pray Wide:
• Pray that God’s work in your life would overflow into your family this 
  week, “teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing 
  psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts 
  to God” (Colossians 3:16).

• Ask that “whatever you do, in word or deed, [you would] do everything 
  in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
  him” (Colossians 3:17).




